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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of the Book Zero is not to dwell on the physicality of a Home. The 
goal is to extract the definition of Home from an understandable reality and make it 
become a permanent unsubstantial place. An idea where to move-in, permanently 
or temporarily, and where the perceived sanity of ideas can only be unbound. 

Book Zero is the starting place to reach this Home, where we will sincerely deduce 
from the deeds, and sit with the past and see it as it is; in-spite of the general 
intellectual lethargy and intentional lack of critical thinking. Book Zero is the des¬ 
tination, an ideal we can point-to, and share with the others as if it was a picture 
with more-or-less clear contours. Book Zero is the intellectual location where Home 
will persist. 
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1 A VOLCANO 

my home What a better place to write this text from, especially when home is the 
land corridor stretching underneath the persistence of the Bougarnine mountain, 
along the shore of the Mediterranean Sea. 

I find it a pleasant thought to know that a wholesome, sumptuous and rock-solid 
mountain has our backs; this likely-former volcano will stand through the ages, 
and outlast the peoples who tickled its peaks, the excellent and mediocre ones. 
Maginificient from its heights, Bougarnine, the "two-horns" mountain, oversees the 
chaotic balance of neighboring wilderness, and echoes, far deep in the land, the 
whispers of mother Mediterranea. 

Once you see the double-peaks mountain from the sand beach of Hammam- 
Lif, the city that burst underneath it, you would instantly grasp the meaning of 
beauty, permanence and organic glory. You would be immersed in a state of sen¬ 
sual pleasure that would wrap your mind in a feather-duvet, a safe place for the 
overwhelmed senses, a corner of your intellect that you did not know could exist, 
even though it has always existed. That's the exact feeling that anyone before us 
felt, be it Berbers, Carthaginians, Arabs... or Tunisians. By the time you wake up 
from the sensual euphoria, you would have no doubt that Boukornisme deserves 
its place in the pantheon of Calthaginian theologies [the "1" is not a typo]. 

Bougarnine, the mountain, is a central stage and a passive witness, because it hosts 
the events and misdeeds that I will detail in this essay. Bougarnine will keep the 
traces of the postmodern destruction that people afflicted to themselves and to 
their environment, and inform the ones who will follow about the many vices that 
contemporary Tunisians are guilty of. This essay is not about the mountain though, 
but rather about the bloating smell of exhausted human souls that surround it. As 
powerful as they seem, mountains still can't beat human vicissitude. 

It's in the air, the mood of the era. Human volcanoes, from North Africa, are about 
to erupt. 


2 A DIALOGUE 

elements I often wonder what Bougarnine would have said if it was provided 
the gift of language. 

Even for us, tiny creatures, it's obvious that we were not-up-to the gift that nature 
gave us, and over-exploited our privileges to extents never seen previously, before 
the very nose of our Mediterranean sea, which carried its daily complaints to the 
now-unresponsive rocks. 

The dialogue between the elements ceased when the human guests acquired an 
unhealthy habit of damaging their natural resources, to feed their egos with paper 
and coins. The harmony, social and ecological, has been wiped-out for profit, with 
little or no taste in things. As a result, what the contemporary individuals, tasteless 
destroyers, live on, is a vestige of a wild and dangerous crony post-capitalistic trash 
zone. Home now looks like a place where the wrong individuals have had the right 
tools to destroy whatever they could, so they could fill their bank accounts with 
more money, and gain more "power". In the same frenzy, these same individuals 
made their own lives, and ours, miserable, and drowned their future generations in 
an inextricable environmental and financial debt. 


This text proclaims that human, financial and natural resources have been misused 
and most often weaponized to stigmatize entire populations, and submit them to 
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the political armed forces. Humans, with a form of power, caused the displacement 
and or impoverishment of entire populations under their guaradianship. 


3 ACT I 

- "For what purpose?..." Asked mother Mediterranea. "...I have never ceased to 

enrich you, and you only replied back by throwing-in more toxic waste." 

- "Kingdomship... " Replied the Human. 

- "Is there any honor, or pleasure, in being the king of a gigantic trash bin?..." 

Shouted the Mountain. "...What is power if your proclaimed kings weaken 
your own peoples rather than empower them?" 

- "Why don't you hold accountable anyone guilty? You see with your own eyes the 

ambient toxicity. Your people are responsible of their fate; if you all withdraw, 
and lose your resources, you lose your fate." 

- "Aren't those crimes!?", said Bougarnine before its voice faded in a heart-taking 

silence. 


4 AN OMERTA 

silence Many questions will remain unanswered because before getting the rel¬ 
evant answers, a whole generation has to go through the hard task of reassessing, 
in total transparency and honesty, their responsibility towards the ones-in-charge 
after them. 

In today's Tunisia, a social Omerta reigns. A post-dictatorship's law of silence where 
we all act as if no one ever contributed to the mess that we see before our eyes. The 
silence of the ones who betrayed the interest of their community, and cashed out in 
silence. The same silence that muted the passive and active witnesses, during the 
black years under the consecutive former Tunisian violent regimes. 


5 ACT II 

- "Why did you see destruction and did not act?..." Said Bougarnine, with a touch 

of elegant empathy in its tone. "...What kind of monster were you hiding 
from? What was the exact moment where you decided that your rights were 
less important than your short term safety?" 

- "I want to identify this exact moment..." replied back the human, "... embrace 

it and analyze it, so we recognize it, when it shows up again." 


6 A DISASTER 

the letter This undelivered letter is not written to blame, nor to justify, and 
certainly not to forgive. 

As author of this text, I want to share my fears and shy hope, because I see that 
what's worse is right in front of us, if we do not intervene immediately, transpar¬ 
ently and prepare the future generations for their own challenges. To understand 
the level of emergency, we would have to recognize the disastrous consequences 
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of the state of economic stagflation, and drastic inhumane austerity measures, that 
entrapped the Tunisian economy; and use this study-case to extrapolate to the rest 
of the "emerging" markets, the North African region, and virtually any post-2008 
political power. 


7 A STATE 

organized oppression Asa direct outcome, for the specific case of Tunisia, the 
entire nation-state stopped being a safe place for its own people, and started to look 
like a nation-scale cage. 

To emphasize the economic importance of safety and the consequences of the trust 
erosion, Tunisia is increasingly becoming an unsafe environment firstly for the 
Tunisian citizens themselves, which naturally results in an additional risk for for¬ 
eign visitors and economic investors, who otherwise would naturally flow-in, and 
simply transmit their know-how and lifestyle, if not contribute and invest in a long¬ 
term prosperity for all parties. Paradoxically, regular Tunisians keep hearing that 
the Tunisian government needs external financial support from one super power 
or one other, while they see with their own eyes that their resources are ignored, 
under-exploited or repressed. 

It is infuriating, arguably when History tells us that the last colonizer, France, 
used the same kind of financial trickery (loans to the king) as justification to defend 
its financial interests in the North African territory, and colonize the former territory 
of Tunisia. Since then, Tunisians were mechanically told that they need a single 
powerful man to restore order, and this was supposed to be the Politician-savior, 
while back home the French enjoyed liberty and wealth, and insured that their 
democratic society remains indeed democratic. 

Agents of a failed system, contemporary Tunisian politicians will not deliver on 
affairs they don't understand, and they hold the people hostage of their own in¬ 
competence, and occasional treason. They keep failing to providing the necessary 
conditions for a safe environment and a prosperous market, and lack the will to 
provide decent conditions for the people they serve. Local politicians do not know 
what they ignore, and are adept of the marketing strategies that made the best 
years of the English-speaking economies. Business-oriented politics is a symptom 
of a social illness, rather than being its cause. 

The Tunisian state, the hostile actor of this era, passively and pro-actively diverts 
foreign capitals, and dangerously contains local potential. Moreover, most of the 
immediately available funds go to para-military and surveillance equipment, as if 
someone wanted to quantify Tunisians. 

Henceforth, I wish by sharing this text to shake the minds of the political maxi¬ 
malists, equally politicians themselves and ordinary citizens, who can only evolve in 
an overwhelmed political environment, that worships the idea of the leader-savior. 


8 A MODEL 

free & open My objective as author is to propose an open, free-to-use, free-to- 
copy, free-to-adapt model. Providing that it is an economic model, which re-centers 
the role of citizen as an active member of his own community, above his role as 
citizen and taxpayer, and a model which empowers and protects the human groups 
with-and-from technology. 

Equally, the text proposed will be a model that considers technology as a central 
economic pillar for any modern civilized society; and as a direct consequence of 
this societal upgrade the politician's role will be one of a maintainer and regulator 
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that must unconditionally provide the means of free and secure communication, 
first and foremost, and from which the other rights will emanate. 

A sound economic system must endorse a sound political one, and not the other 
way around (where the politicians hold the keys to the financial capital manage¬ 
ment), and thus to prevent the proliferation of business-politicans. The Politik must 
actively prevent business interest, the business owners, from exploiting their priv¬ 
ileged position, truly tackle what the actual electors care for, being subject to a 
functioning and robust popular oversight, and checks and balances mechanisms. 
Backstage negotiations, hidden ambitions, or mind-tricks and propaganda in non- 
heavily-regulated environment will inevitably alter the integrity of the Democratic 
and noble practice, and open the door to klepto-pluto-cracies. 

This might sound like a candid vision, and a detached observation of the real 
world where interests will eventually play necessary games, but this model aims 
to decorticate, replicate and re-adapt the Scandinavian and German models of Or¬ 
doliberalism. It is a template that has the benefit of being a scheme that does not 
ignore the games, and entices the parties to respect the more fair rules, by providing 
higher utility to play the more fair game as a coherent society. 

The application of democratic values, i.e. making voting and direct Democracy a 
priority for citizens is a necessary condition, but for that the people must acquire the 
right to vote, mostly and specifically, for their local representatives who can enforce 
local policies according to the choice of the locals, like local political officers, local 
law enforcement officers, etc... And not expect those local offices to be filled by an 
order from a central authority that ignores the local requirements, like it is the case 
in France, and its copy-cat Tunisia. 

The State must be composed of locally-elected representatives and professionals, 
who act to represent the interest, and for the benefit, of the local communities. The 
Government is composed of centrally-nominated unelected professional Politicians, 
and reflects the decision-making process of the democratically-elected political lead¬ 
ers, who oversee the central state with which locally-elected officers interact. The 
Government must provide his decisions for public scrutiny, limit its interference 
with the state, and act according to clearly-stated plans, or continue a certain way 
of governing with different democratically-elected candidates, according to their 
electoral program. 

There are no striclty-political measures which can provide a clear plan to save 
the society from the fate of despotism. The same limitation applies for autocracies 
with healthy economics, which will curiously install ruthless dictators who will 
inevitably bribe the people into forgetting their rights. Unsurprisingly, there are no 
Technological answers to political matters, since the knowledge of machines itself 
contradicts and predates, in its nature, the knowledge of Humans' interactions and 
their micro tendency to self-destruction and / or empathy. 


g A TECHNOLOGY 

systems of virtue At the cross roads of technology and society, one will very 
soon find the Cybernetics' deep cave. 

The application of technology to organize human "systems" can cover a wide spec¬ 
trum of possible activities and applications ranging from raw metal industrial trans¬ 
formation, to high-tech R&D, passing by a plethora of workshops of applied crafts¬ 
manship and local forms of technical "artisanat”. 

Research & Development for instance in itself encompasses a large spectrum that 
covers activities upstream and downstream of the economic cycle, thus provides 
fairly high value for diverse economic sectors on the medium and long terms. 
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From a purely technical perspective that specifically deals with Information Tech¬ 
nology the research engaged in this work will probably require many more years, 
to acquire an understanding of the role of technology, specifically the internet, as 
backbone for a trans-national economic system, and hopefully bear fruits and be¬ 
come comprehensive enough to grasp the impact of technology, and consider it as 
an inevitable path to prosperity, and as an economic threat to modern societies, 
when exploited. 

The economic long term benefit of technology can be quantified, as we can try to 
guess with the right assumptions the amount of wealth that would be eventually 
created by creating new professions and positions to fill in research and develop¬ 
ment, operations, delivering and servicing, in a friction-less global trade system, 
at hypothetical fair prices. In such context, profit-maximization and securitization 
would reveal themselves as more-and-more destructive for financial stability if not 
controlled closely. 

However, what is more urgent is to accurately frame the feedback loops and the 
economic consequences on unprepared populations if blindly adopt foreign tech¬ 
nology, and on the economies which are not able, nor ready to counter the many 
risks that technology profits bring with them on the short term. 

In the upcoming books, this work will lay out an argument in favor of an active 
strategic approach towards technology in economic and geopolitical contexts. The 
next book, will be dedicated to understand the risks and implications of technology 
in regards to modern societies. 


lO A CALTHAGO 

societal entanglement To provide a hypothetical context in which this work 
evolves, the author provides a hypothetical home that can host it, in absentia of a 
real location to implement it. 

"Calthago" will be this hypothetical reference, the Xanadu which will host any soci¬ 
ety who wants to build a home that is connected AND not exposed. The internet's 
societies are the ones that this work considers as audience, so they can engage the 
will and knowledge, and cultivate the skills and acquire the means, to shape a new 
egalitarian society in Calthago. 

The name itself comes from a fusion, or a merger, between the wealth of the far 
Western world, i.e. California, and the ingenuity of the Mediterranean - antique 
and medieval - world, i.e. Carthago. 

Practically, this work would be considered as a success if the readers relate to the 
ideal that I wish to convey in this work, the cardinal principle of self-determination, 
where our fate is in our hands, on our lands. 

To argue on this last point, and emphasize the importance of our homeland for 
the Tunisian readers, I choose to not speak of the mounting sentiment of racism 
in the world in general. As a wind from the 1930s (and the ages prior to that) is 
blowing, again, over the Anglo-saxon and European planets, pushed by convinced 
white supremacists, versus anything with slightly darker skin-tone. 

Today's world's superpowers have had the heavy duty of promoting high human 
values, and abide by them. The corruption of these values has resulted in contradic- 
tive priorities on different time-frames, and became a source for internal legitimate 
tensions. We are all the victims and perpetrators of our own failures, and we move 
forward and do better at the next iteration. Thus, I'd rather suggest a novel scheme 
for the interaction between nations: For equally high life standards of comfort, 
hence equal levels of income, education quality and affordability, healthcare system 
quality and affordability, and respect of a just law, as in the most socially, culturally 
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and technologically advanced nations, the Calthagos can become free to live the 
decent life they intend to have, thus free to move or not, interact and exchange with 
the rest of the world. 

To use some economic jargon, if Tunisians had an equal level of wealth as Ger¬ 
mans, Japanese, French or Americans, with GDP per capita or purchase power (on 
the international markets) as references, Tunisia would look a lot like a California 
built in the Mediterranean Sea, on the ruins of the antique Carthago. A sort of 
peaceful sequel to the Barbary wars, one where the refugess and illegal immigrants 
of today become the legitimate welathy residents on their land of tomorrow. 

A post-capitalistic world can exist, but it requires much more than any political ef¬ 
fort can afford. The economists will soon see in the internet the tools they lacked 
to build a firctionless economic system, and many will understand and be taken 
aback by the real cost of such shift. The scientific society must then contribute by 
implementing resilient and fair economic systems that can neutrally guarantee dis¬ 
tribution of wealth, provide a built-in verifiable integrity, and are hardened against 
commercial exploitation. The human rights that are necessary to achieve prosperity 
would emanate from a more-fair distribution of wealth, potentially built on top of 
the internet. 

The internet and the free software movement have successfully amorced a for¬ 
ward movement to achieve a liberation of knowledge, despite its known natal diffi¬ 
culties. Wealth is a necessary next step. Generalized and fair distribution of wealth 
is the replacement for a capitalism that eats up our values and environment, even 
though it requires that the communities must be actively free to continuously learn. 

The Calthagos will free themselves with knowledge, empathy, and money. Once 
Tunisia is free, Calthago will be born. 


11 AN AGENDA 

treasure hunt I hope you see in the text-to-come a roadmap that would inspire 
collective action, and a comprehensive economic plan that would entice the diverse 
parties. 

We can organize ourselves around a philosophical ideal of collective enlightenment 
that can model our societies, rather than around an ephemeral electoral program 
and empty promises, given that this ideal remains free of charge, or attribution. 

We are empowered by the internet to acquire an impact on our communities, 
given that we work collectively, state publicly our vales, and foresee our common 
destination, as a freely connected trans-national internet society. 

A fair amount of time has been engaged to research the topics covered in this work, 
thus a lot of time to close a loop, and finally get back to the starting point, and find 
out what was obvious: Most of the points suggested are themselves an adapted 
version of best economic practices in California, Germany, Scandinavian countries 
and Tunisia itself. Thus, I hope this work will be used as counter-argument to the 
detractors of societal progress, the ones who pretend that our social actions are just 
sporadic bursts, led by people with no comprehensive agenda. 

I also hope that future generations will see in this text a balance sheet, so they 
can judge by themselves our performance, assess our strengths and learn from our 
mistakes, if we fail to deliver, or if we partially succeed. They must be able to hold 
us accountable, if they have to. 

The first economist's original promise must have been: "It will be better for every¬ 
one", but he never stated how long it will take, nor how much it would cost in 
Humane terms. 
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12 AN EPITAPH 

the world for home I am certain in my belief that we can heal our wounds, 
and straighten our backs, for a hard to acquire bright future. 

I intend this work as an intellectual love letter to my people, the Tunisians, that I 
knew once, and who held up to their morale and values through the decades. 



